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The remote village of Uchuraccay, Ayacucho, was deserted during Peru's decades of political violence, following severe attacks from the Shining Path and military. At the right is the Santuario de la Paz y Reconciliación (Sanctuary of Peace and Reconciliation), commemorating the attack on eight journalists, mainly from the capital, and their guide on January 26, 1983. Although subject to high-level investigations, responsibility for the attack remains disputed and many have criticized the little attention generated by villagers' experiences of violence before and since the attack. Where women head many of the homes in the village, the photo signifies resilience and hope in the women's rebuilding of life and community. It also highlights the politics of voice and representation, where residents of the region remain isolated and struggle to navigate the difficult realities of daily life. Photo taken by author in October 2010.
